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credit Mena with accomplishing the difficult task.
This Mena is supposed to have founded the first of the
famous Dynasties of Egypt.
Early Dynasties
In course of some thirty-five centuries Egypt
was ruled by thirty-one dynasties of kings of which
the 27th and 31st were Persian. Persians were suc-
ceeded in Egypt by Greeks and the possibility of an
Egyptian revival was put to an end.
The annals of the first few dynasties are ve&y obs-
cure. Their kings are mere names and thir exploits
mostly legendary. Some tables of their names have
been preserved both in the Greek and earlier local
sacred records but they too are confused, and are of
doubtful import, their order many a time disturbed
and sequence broken. Sometimes it is even difficult
to distinguish historical names from those divine.
One name, that of Mena, however, stands out
both in the Egyptian and Greek records as the founder
of the First Dynasty of Egyptian kings. Although
his historicity too has been questioned by some, he may
be accepted as perhaps the first human king to have
ruled over the united Nile valley. HOW the Neoli-
thic pian in the valley of the Nile developed into
the citizen of the 1st Dynasty is difficult to say,
but we know for certain that in course of the early
centuries the land fell to the power of a family of rulers
airing whqm hereditary succession had already befcu
estat^shed. ^This family came from a place called
Teni (Greek This or Tkinis) in Middle Egypt. Mena
(Menes) himself was a king of this family who moved
hil& royal residence tQ the gate of the Delta. The
iiew ^capital was, called Memphis whj^h continued
to\be the royal residence and "commercial centre down
&;iif latest periods of Egyptian Wsto/y. ToUay it
*" ^ ^               of Monf, Tel^l^onf; at Mitraheni.